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Dur. xxxii. 39. 
t WOUND, AND I HEAL. 


Th E happy event which we are now 


aſſembled to commemorate, has diffuſed a 
general joy through the land, has been the 

occaſion of mutual congratulation among 
his Majeſty's ſubjects, and is abundant alſo 

by many thankſgivings to God. 
THe words of our text have been ſtrik- 
ingly exemplified, by the late diſpenſations 
of Divine Providence, in the affliction and 
recovery of our beloved Sovereign. © I 

wound, and I heal.” 
Tx1s is the language of the great God, 
aſſerting the ſupreme dignity of his cha- 
| B racter, 


E 
racter, and the ſovereignty of his domi- 
nion, as motives to inforce obedience to 
his laws. The folly of idolatrous worſhip 
is pointedly expoſed in the preceding 
verſes. Where are their gods, their rock 
in whom they truſted, which did eat the fat 
of their ſacrifices, and drank the wine of 
their drink-offerings ? Let them riſe up 
and help you,” now your © power is gone; 
* let them be your protection,” in the 
day of your calamity.” Then the text 
is introduced contraſting the character of 
Jehovah, God of Hrael, with thoſe imagina- 
ry deities. © See now, that I, even Iam 
he, and there 1s no god with me: I kill, 
and I make alive; I WOUND, AND I 
HEAL: neither is there any that can de- 
liver out of my hand.” 


W1THOUT entering more particularly 


into the connexion of theſe words, we 
will proceed, 
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I. To make ſome general remarks re» 
ſpecting the providence of God. 

II. To attempt an improvement of the 
ſubject. 


I. Wr are to make ſome genera] re- 
marks reſpecting the providence of God. 
** I wound, and 1 hank” 

THrrsE words might be conſidered as de- 
ſcriptive of the conduct of God as the God 
of grace, who firſt wounds the conſcience 
with a ſenſe of guilt, and then relieves it 
by the diſcovery of mercy: but the con- 
nexion in which the text ſtands, and the 


occaſion on which we are now aſſembled, 
lead our attention more particularly to the 
doctrine of divine providence. 

THz doctrine of divine providence is in- 
finitely important, as it is the foundation of 
all religion, natural and revealed; and the 
ground of our moſt ſubſtantial comforts. 
If there were no providence, the courſe of 
events would be viewed with pain, and the 
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whole world contemplated with diſguft.--- 


It is the doctrine of providence which irra- 


diates the darkeſt ſhades of adverſity, and 
adds new luſtre tothebrighteſt ſcenes of life. 

AND, bleſſed be God, this intereſting 
truth, that the world is governed by divine 
providence, 1s abundantly evident. It 1s 
diſcovered by the light of reaſon; it was 
acknowledged by the heathens; and it 1s 
confirmed by facts. The being, the per- 


fections, and the character of God as the 


former of the univerſe; and the beauty, 


order, and regularity every where preſerv- 
ed, lead us to conclude, that things do not 


fluctuate fortuitouſly; but are under the 
conſtant direction, influence, and govern- 


ment of their great Parent, who is infinite- 
ly wiſe, powerful, and good. It is no ways 
inconſiſtent with the eminence of his per- 
fections to watch over the work of his own 
hands ;---nor 1s the tranquillity of his mind 


the leaſt diſturbed by ſuperintending the | 


almoſt infinite variety of events which 
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come to paſs ;—and with ſuch conſummate 
wiſdom is divine providence adjuſted, as 


not to ſuperſede the general laws of na- 


ture, the liberty of moral agents, or the 
mutual dependance of mankind, 

Taz Holy Scriptures, given by divine 
inſpiration, clearly and fully teach us, that 
the world is under the government of 
God. Here we have the moſt elevated 
deſcriptions of the Supreme Being, as 


ſitting at the helm of univerſal nature; 


directing all its affairs; influencing all 
events; working all things according to 
his original plan, after the counſel of his 
own will; and over-ruling all circum- 
ſtances to the praiſe of his glory. The 
Scriptures conſtantly lead our meditation 
from ſecond cauſes to the Firſt Grand 
Cauſe. © I wound, and I heal.” © Every 
good gift, and every perfect gift, is from 


above, and cometh down from the Father 
of Lights, with whom is no variableneſs, 


neither ſhadow of turning.” And as the 


bleſſings 
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Lo! 


bleſſings of life are diſpenſed by his provi- | 


dence, ſo are the evils which befal us. 
* Shall we receive good at the hand of 


God, and ſhall we not receive evil ?” By 


evil we are to underſtand, not moral evil, 
or fin, which is neceſſarily the object of 
the divine deteſtation ; but natural evil, 


or affliction. Thus God himſelf teacheth 


us that affliftions come from him, Iſaiah 
xIv. 7. I form the light, and create 
darkneſs : I make peace, and create evil,” 
or bring affliction upon men, upon indivi- 
duals, families and nations: © I the Loxp 
do all theſe things.” Again, Amos iii. 6. 
Shall there be evil in a eity, and the 
Lok p hath not done it?“ 

As all events are under his direction, 
ſo all perſons are the ſubjects of his go- 
vernment. In this reſpect, there is no 
difference between the Prince upon the 
throne, and the Peaſant in the cottage. 
He, who governs among the nations, 1s 


KING or KiNGs, AND LORD or LoRDs. 
The 


1 


The hearts of kings are in his hands, and 


as rivers of water he turneth them whi- 
therſoever he will. To make his power 
known, he leaves a PHARAoH to the 
hardneſs of his heart. To puniſh the in- 
ſolence of a SENNACHER18, he puts his 
hook in his noſe (to uſe the language of 
the prophet Iſaiah), and his bridle in his 
lips, and turns him back by the way by 
which he came to invade Jeruſalem. 
And, to redeem his people from capti- 
vity in Babylon, he raiſes up a Cyrus to 
execute his pleaſure. Many other in- 
ſtances recorded in Scripture might be 
pointed out ; but thoſe which have been 
mentioned will ſuffice.— That kings are 
the ſubjects of God's government, and 
abſolutely dependant upon him, we have 
been lately taught by the awful calamity 
with which His MajzsTy has been at- 
fitted. In this viſitation of Divine Pro- 
vidence we have ſeen and acknowledged 


HIM who is higher than the princes of 


the 


1 
| 
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the earth, whoſe kingdom ruleth over alt 


and who doth whatſoever pleaſeth him in 
the army of heaven, and among the inha= 
bitants of the earth : and none can ſtay his 


hand, or fay unto him, What doeſt thou? 


Before him all the inhabitants of the earth 
are reputed as nothing. Behold, the na- 
tions are as a drop of a bucket, and are 
counted as the mall duſt of the balance : 
behold, he taketh up the iſles as a very 
little thing. He ſitteth upon the circle of 
the earth, and the inhabitants thereof are 
as graſhoppers. He bringeth the princes 
to nothing; he maketh the judges of the 


earth as vanity.— Nor is the divine go- 


vernment confined to this world: the 


univerſe is his empire, worlds upon worlds 
are his dominion. 
Tux events which have recently taken 


place, may lead us to remark the ſudden 


viciſſitudes of providence. Soon after 
the nation celebrated, with all the warmth 
of gratitude and exultation of joy, the 

| ſecular 
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ſecular anniverſary of the Revolution ; 
we were called to hang our harps upon 
the willows, and to ſit down and weep, on 
account of the affliction of our gracious 
Sovereign.—But though ſorrow may en- 
dure tor a night, joy cometh in the morn- 
ing. This we have experienced. The re- 
markable recovery of 0 our good King has re- 
ſtored} joy to the nation, and excited a gene- 
ral ſpirit of thankfulneſs to that God, who 
hath turned our mourning into dancing, 
and put off our ſackcloth, and clothed us 
with gladneſs. He hath put a new ſong in 

our mouths, even praiſe unto our God. 
Let us next remark the myſteriouſneſs 
of the divine conduct. His paths are in 
che lea, his ways are in the great deep, 
and his footſteps are not known. He 
dwelleth in the lecret place of thunder. 
He maketh darkneſs his pavilion. He 
hideth the face of his throne, and cover- 
eth it with a dark, thick cloud ; through 
which we cannot penetrate, Clouds and 
C darkneſs 
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darkneſs are round about his throne. The 
diſpenſations of his providence are often 
paſt finding out ; and, who can pretend to 
ſay what was the particular deſign of the 
infinitely wiſe God in the affliction with 
which we have been lately exerciſed ? 
No doubt it forcibly inculcates many im- 


portant leſſons; ſuch as, that the moſt ex- 


alted are dependant upon God; that in 
ſome reſpects kings are upon a level with 
their ſubjects; and that unlimited confi- 
dence ought not to be placed in the beſt of 
princes. But theſe are general truths : 
ſtill we know not the particular ends 


which God had in view in viſiting the 


King, and his people, with ſo great an af- 
fliction. God is a Sovereign, and does 
not always condeſcend to teach us the 
reaſons of his conduct. But, it is pleaſing 
to reflect, that all his diſpenſations are 
holy, wiſe, and good; that they are all in- 
timately connected; and together form 
one beautiful, regular, and harmonious 


whole, 


E 
whole. This we ſhall ſee in a more per- 
fe ſtate; and, in the mean time, we are 
to walk by faith; ſatisfied, upon the au- 
thority of God, that all things work to- 
gether for good to them that love him ; 
and rejoicing in hope, that what we know 
not now we ſhall know hereafter. 


HAvING made theſe brief remarks up- 
on the providence of God, let us now, 
1 ATTEMPT an improvement of the 
ſubjett ; © I wound, and I heal.” 


1. LET us learn the ſubmiſſion which 
is due to the providence of God in the 
day of adverſity. 

TE Governor of the World has been 
lately ſaying to us, © Be ſtill, and xx o. 
THAT I am Gop—l will be exalted in 
the earth.” Was our King wounded ? 
It was God who did it. I wound.” No 
affliction cometh forth out of the duſt, 
neither doth trouble ſpring out of the 

| © 0 ground: 


E 
ground: but God, in chaſtiſing us, per- 
formeth the thing that is appointed | for 
us. With what ſubmiſſion does it become 


us to humble ourſelves under his mighty 


hand, when he uſes the rod of affliction ! 


He 1s Sovereign, and he will do all his 
pleaſure. * He is ſupreme, and he ought to 
govern. He is infinitely perfect. and can 
never do wrong. But, becauſe he 1 IS infi- 
nite, and we ſee only part of his ways, it is 
reaſonable to expect that his diſpenſations, 
though always holy, wiſe, and good, 
ſhould ſometimes appear ſo dark as greatly 
to diſtreſs the mind. But, at ſuch times, 
we ought not to murmur ; we ought not 
to cenſure Providence ; we ought not to 
ſuſpect the wiſdom, the equity, or the 
kindneſs of his condutt. Who 1s there 
among you that feareth the L. O'R D, 


that obeyeth the voice of his ſervant, 


that walketh 1 in darkneſs, and hath no 
light ? let him truſt i in the name of che 
Losp, and ſtay upon his God. 


Ix 


TY 
In the day of adverfity, confider, thay 
you are but of yeſterday, and know com: 
paratively nothing ; that you can ſee but a 
little way into the leadings and deſigns of 
providence; and that, for aught you know, 
thoſe very things which you think are 
againſt you, are working for your good.— 
May ſuch reflections calm the tumult of 
your mind, huſh every contending paſſion, 
render you ſubmiſhve to the will of God, 
and lead you to juſtify his ways to men !— 
Say with Samuel, © It is the Lord: let 
him do what ſeemeth him good.” — With 
Job, © Though he ſlay me, yet will I truſt 
in him.“ — With David, © I was dumb, I 
opened not my mouth ; becauſe thou didſt 
it. — With Habakkuk, Although the fig- 
tree ſhall not bloſſom, neither ſhall fruit 
be in the vines, the labour of the olive 
mall fail, and the fields ſhall yield no meat, 
the flocks ſhall be cut off from the fold, 
and there ſhall be no herd in the ſtalls: 
yet will I rejoice in the Lo RD, I vill joy in 
the 
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the Gop of my ſalvation.” In a word, 

ſay with your Divine Maſter, © Not my 

will, but thine be done.” | 
Yay are not, however, to affect a ſtoical 


inſenſibility, or to neglett proper means of 


relief, This would be to deſpiſe the chaſ- 
tening of the Lord; which is highly ſinful, 
With the moſt dutiful ſubmiſſion to the 
will of God, we ſhould uſe every prudent 


mean, and pray for a divine bleſſing to at- 


tend it, 

THANKS be to God there is no occaſion 
at preſent to dwell long upon this part of 
our ſubject, as we are now called not to 
mourn but. to rejoice, We obſerve, there- 
fore, Y | 

2. Tux gratitude which is due to Di- 
vine Providence for the bleſſings we en- 
A 

Dos God wound? And are we to be 
reſigned ? He heals, and we ſhould give 
him praiſe. What abundant cauſe have 

we 
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| wwe for thankfulneſs, as individuals, as 4 
church, and as a nation! 

GRATITUDE is a debt which is juſtly 
due to the Divine Goodneſs. It is our 
moſt reaſonable ſervice. Gratitude to God, 
as the preſerver and deliverer of men, is a 
duty which reaſon teaches. The Pagans 
thought themſelves obliged to make ac- 
knowledgments to their deities for the fa- 
vors which they conſidered as coming from 
their hands. The common ſupport of ani- 
mal exiſtence, and recovery from danger- 
ous diſorders, they acknowledged to pro- 
ceed from the bounty of their gods. And 
{hall not we adore the true Gop for his 
great goodneſs to us? As our ideas are 
more juſt, our gratitude ſhould be more 
fervent. 

_ GRATITUDE is a very important duty; 
for, when properly diſcharged, it is accom- 
panied with unaffected humility, fervent 
love to God, ſteady confidence in his good- 


neſs, 


F 


heſs, atdent zeal for his glory, and ſincere 


obedience to his laws. 


GRATITUDE 184 delightful duty. The 
exerciſe of gratitude is highly pleaſing. A 
deyout heart 1s moſt happy when celebrat- 
ing the divine love. This WAS the em- 
ploy of man in Paradiſe ; and this will be 
the exercile of glorified ſaints, and angels, 
in Heaven, to all eternity. 

Or all nations upon earth, we have the 
moſt abundant reaſon to be thankful. The 
country in which it is our happineſs to live, 
is highly favored by the God of nature; ; 
It 18 wonderfully diſtinguiſhed by the God 
of providence; and is under the higheſt 
obligations to the God of grace. To ſay 
nothing of our natural advantages, if we 
conſider the conduct of God as the God 
of providence and grace, who can help 
exclaiming, What hath God wrought !— 
How. early was the nation delivered from 


Pagan idolatry, by the preaching of che 


goſpel! A when popiſh darkneſs, ſuper- 


ſition. 
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ſtition, and idolatry covered the land; how 
did God make the wrath of man to praiſe 
him, by opening a way for the Reforma- 
tion! How remarkable was the defeat of 
the Spaniſh Armada ! How timely the de- 
tection of that black, that ſhocking, that 
infernal ſcheme the Gunpowder Plot ! 
How wonderful the deliverance from po- 
pery and arbitrary power, by the Revo- 
LUTION under KING WILLIAM THE 
THrikrd! a name that will for ever ſhine, 
with the brighteſt luſtre, in the records of 
hiſtory. How, amidſt various conſpiracies 
formed againſt his royal perſon, was his im- 
portant life preſerved, to complete the Act 
of Settlement of the Britiſh Crown on the 
ILLUSTRIOUS Housz or HANOVER! 
How ſeaſonable was the death of Queen 
ANNE, to prevent the iniquitous operation 
of the Schiſm-Bill ! How happily was 
the Rebellion ſuppreſſed in the reign of 
GEORGE the Firſt! And, in the reign of 

 GeoRGE the Second, how ſucceſsfully were 
-D 
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the Rebels ſubdued by the victorious arms 
of the renowned DukER OF CUMBERLANPD! 
How conſpicuous was the hand of Provi- 
dence in preſerving our preſent gracious 
SOVEREIGN from the attack which was 
made on his royal perſon! And how are 
our obligations to the Divine Goodneſs ac- 
cumulated, by the recent RECOVERY OF 
His MajtsTty from a ſevere and danger- 
ous diſorder | | 
BIEss the Loxp, O our ſouls, ad all 
that is within us, bleſs his holy name! 
Bleſs the LORD, O our fouls, and forget 
not all his benefits! Not unto us, O Lord! 
not unto us, but unto thy name be all the 
praiſe! The LORD hath indeed done great 
things for us, whereof we are glad. He 
hath healed the diſeaſes of our beloved 
King ; and we will gratefully adore his 
goodneſs. When the LORD addreſſes us 
in the words of our text, © I heal,” our 
hearts reply, Unto thee, O God! do we 
give thanks; unto thee do we give thanks.” 


And 
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And where is the Diſſenter, where is the 
Proteſtant, where is the Briton, that has 
any ſenſe of religion operating on his con- 
fcience, who does not affectionately adopt 
this grateful language ! 
Wr are thankful that God hath given 
efficacy to medicine, and reſtored a fellow 
man, from a heavy affliction, to the enjoy- 
ment of health and comfort. We are thank- 

ful, that an affectionate huſband is reſtored 
to an affectionate and amiable conſort, 
whoſe praiſes, I believe, are univerſally ce- 
lebrated, and againſt whom the breath of 
ealumny hath never whiſpered a ſuſpicion. 
We are thankful, that a kind parent 1s re- 
ſtored to a numerous offspring : but eſpe- 
cially are we thankful, that the political 
head of an extenſive empire 1s reſtored to 
a loyal people. 

Wr are particularly thankful that the 
King is recovered, on account of the dif- 
ferent ſentiments which were entertained 


D 2 reſpecting 


E us 3 


reſpecting the intended Regency. We are 
not going to enter into the diſputes of our 
political leaders; ſuch a diſcuſſion would 
be improper here: every one knows that 


the firſt men of the nation were divided in 
their opinions, that England and Ireland 
adopted different plans, and that the minds 
of ſome vere ſeriouſly alarmed. Some 
were fearful, that the juſt balance and mu- 
tual counterpoiſe of power, on which the 
glory and exiſtence of the Britiſh conſtitu- 
tion depend, would be deſtroyed by unrea- 
tonably circumſcribing the powers of the 
Regent. And others had apprehenſions of a 
different nature. But, thanks be to God, 
every fear is removed, every cloud is diſſi- 
pated, and every heart 1s gladdened, by the 
reſtoration of His Majeſty to health and 
peace. However contending parties were 
previouſly diſunited in their ſentiments, there 
is no contention now, except it be, Who ſhall 
ihew the moſt affectionate loyalty, by un- 
equivocal demonſtrations of Joy. The 

health 
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health of the King is the cauſe of general 
gladneſs to his ſubjects. | 
ANOTHER reaſon why we are thankful 


to Almighty God, for reſtoring our Sove- 
reign, is the religious character which his 
Majeſty ſuſtains. Kings, as well as ſub- 
jects, ſtand in need of perſonal religion.— 
In compariſon with religion, diadems are 
toys. Religion is the ONE THING NEED- 
FUL, Without faith in the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, repentance of fin, and converſion 
unto God, no human being, however ex- 
alted, will ever receive a crown of glory 
that fadeth not away. We ſhould bethank- 
ful when we have evidence of the perſo- 
nal religion of kings, not that their ſouls 
are more valuable than the ſouls of their 
meaneſt ſubjects: but becauſe we have 
reaſon to hope that they will be more ex- 
tenſively uſeful. I do not mean that they 
will be uſeful by exerciſing authority over 
the conſciences of men; that is not the 
way to do good; that never has done 
good ; 
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good; but, on the contrary, it has done à 
world of evil. Nor has the moſt exalted 
earthly potentate any right to exereiſe do- 
minion over conſcience. To aſſume ſuch au- 
thority, is to invade the prerogative of Ixsus 
CHRIST, the great and only HEAD of the 
chriſtian church. — But, as kings are lights 
ſet upon a hill, their religious EXAMPLE; 
being conſpicuous, may prove of ſingular 
and eminent utility. a 

' AGAIN: We are bound to give chanks 
to God, for reſtoring the King to the ear- 
neſt and repeated prayers of an affectionate 
and loyal people ; and thus giving us ano- 
ther proof that God heareth and anſwer- 
eth prayer. Chriſtians, of all denomina- 
tions, manifeſted their affection for his 
Majeſty, by their prayers on his behalf. — 
The Proteſtant Diſſenters, who acknow- 
ledge no human authority in religion, and 
who pray without the uſe of forms ; when 
they Hard the melancholy news of the 
King's indiſpoſition, fervently interceded 
on 


Cm 1 

on his behalf in their prayers to God! 
and when they were aſſured of his happy 
recovery, they, without waiting for a form 
of thankſgiving, lifted up their hearts and 
voices, to the God of ſalvation, in devout 
acknowledgement of the great deliverance 
vouchſafed unto his ſervant. 

In behalf of kings we are commanded ta 
be thankful. 1 Tim. ii. 1. * I exhort, 
that firſt of all ſupplications, prayers, in- 
terceſſions, and giving of thanks, be made 
for all men; for kings and all that are in 
authority.“ And we feel ourſelves pecu- 
| larly indebted to Divine Providence for 
healing our gracious Sovereign, whoſe 
mild adminiſtration has been long expe- 
rienced. In ages paſt, though leſs en- 
lightened than the preſent, the ſpirit of 
Britons was fometimes rouſed by the mad- 
nels of Tyrants ; and Tyrants were taught 
by experience that Britons would be free. 
As the principles of liberty were inveſtigat- 
ed, the love of freedom increaſed ; and to 
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this love of liberty we are indebted for 
the GEORGES. 

TRE acts of our preſent W in mak⸗ 
ing the Judges independent, and freeing 
Proteſtant Diſſenting Miniſters from obli- 
gation to ſubſcribe the thirty-nine articles 
of the Church of England, are additional 
Jewels which ſparkle in his crown. May 
it ſhine yet more and more unto the per- 
fect day ! | 

METHINKS I ſee new laurels to adorn 
his brow, Methinks I hear the trumpet of 
fame waxing louder and louder in ſound, 
ing forth his praiſe. Methinks I ſee auſ- 
picious days approaching. Then, thoſe 
ever loyal ſubjects, the Proteſtant Diſſent- 
ers, no longer treated with UNMERITED 
DISTINCTION, bythe impoſition of the Sa- 
cramental Teſt as a qualification for admiſ- 
ſion to civil and military offices, will raiſe 
ſtill higher notes, to {well the ſong in praiſe 
of George our King. And who are thoſe, 
of different complex1on, on yonder ſhore, 
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ſtretching out their hands to the God of 
Heaven? They are NEOROES ;—pray- 
ing for bleſſings to deſcend on the head 
of our gracious Sovereign, for pitying 
them in their low eſtate, and ſetting cap- 
tives free. With joy-expanded breaſts they 
gratefully proclaim, LonG LIVE THE 
King! Gop sAvz THE KING! And 
let every Diſſenter, let every Proteſtant, 
let every Briton, ſay, Aukx and AMEN. 
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